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THE NOTIFIABLE DISEASES 


PREVALENCE DURING 1932 IN STATES 


The tables which appear on the following pages have been compiled from 
data furnished by the health officers of the several States and the District of 
Columbia. The data for a and gonorrhea were furnished by the Division 
of Venereal Diseases of the Public Health Service. The reports for Rocky Moun- 
tain spotted fever, tularaemia, and typhus fever have been supplemented by 
other data received by the Public Health Service. 

The following is a list of the diseases included: 


us fever 
Undulant fever (5) (23-32) 
Smallpox (6) Syphilis (34) 
Measles (7) norrhea (35) 
00) ia 
Dipht = (10) Chicken pox ‘te 
uenza (i1) t 44¢ 
oun ver 
Poliomyelitis (16) t 
pew encephalitis (17) Pellagra 
Meningococcus meningitis (18) Pneumonia (all 
Anthrax (20) Septic sore throat (11 
Rabies in animals 


Morbidity and mortality data for 1932 were received from all the States (includ- 

ing the District of Columbia) except Utah. 
he populations given in the tables and used in computing case and death rates 
were estimated as of July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census. 

The estimated expectancy, given in the summary for some of the diseases, is the 
result of an attempt to ascertain from the experience of recent years how many 
cases of the disease under consideration might be expected in 1932. The esti- 
mated expectancy is the median number of cases reported for the years 1925 to 
1931, inclusive. 

In comparing the figures for 1932 with the estimated expectancy, or with 
reports for preceding years, it should be borne in mind that there has been a 
gradual —— in corti ig ae of notifiable diseases. An increase in the 
number of cases re due to better reporting of the particular 
rather than to an asta in fe number of cases occurring. 

A relatively large number of reported cases of a notifiable disease, as indicated 
by a high case rate (and more especially when accompanied by a relatively small 
number of deaths), usually means that the health department of that State is 
active and that the cases of the disease are being well reported by the practicing 
physicians. It does not necessarily mean that the disease is more prevalent in 
that State than in other States. 

In some instances comparatively large numbers of cases of diseases reported in 
certain States may be due to the system of reporting rather than to unusual preva- 
lence of the diseases. For instance, in Mississippi physicians report some diseases 
monthly to the State health officer, giving the number of cases occurring in their 
practice during the month. This method of reporting probably is responsible, 
in part, at least, for the comparatively large numbers of cases of certain diseases 
reported in Mississippi. 

Tabulations of reported cases of, and deaths from, notifiable diseases, have been 
issued by the United States Public Health Service since 1912. (Reprints num- 
bered 163, 208, 298, 345, 426, 505, 551, 648, 681, 791, 879, 974, 1,056, and 1,132, 
and supplements numbered 67, 73, 79, "88, 104, and 105.) 


SUMMARY 


st TYPHOID FEVER (1) AND PARATYPHOID FEVER (2) 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 124,307,000) -....... 26, 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 29, 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, 1932. ...........- 
4, 

0. 


Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy--......-....-- 
Deaths registered, 
Deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, 1932........ 
Cases reported for each death registered, 1932.... 


1 The District of Columbia is also included. 
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SMALLPOX (6) 
47 States: 1 

Cases reported, 1932 (population 124,307,000) 11, 194 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1925-31_...._..-.-......-.-.---.----------------------- 31, 803 


MEASLES (7) 
rted, 1932 (populati 24 ) 
Cases reported for each death registered, 1932___......._..-...-.-.---..---..------------------ 214 


SCARLET FEVER (8) 
47 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 124,307,000) ................--------------------------------- 210, 014 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1925-31_........_.......---.----.---------------------. 179, 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy-.-._....°_......-....-----------.---------- 1, 502 
Cases reported for each death registered, 1932_.................----.-..--------------------.-- 82 


WHOOPING COUGH (9) 

74 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 124,307,000) ._............--.--.----.------------------------ 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1925-31_-.........-....---.-.------.---+--------.------- 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy 
Deaths registered, 
Deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, 1932_._.......__ 


DIPHTHERIA (10) 


47 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 124,307,000) ___.......--.-.-- 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1925-31-_-____- 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, 1932__-___.........-.-- 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy _- 
Deaths registered, 
Deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, 1932_- 


Cases reported for each death registered, 1932__._._........-- 
INFLUENZA (11) 
42 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 99,358,000) 569, 757 
tates: 
Deaths registered, 1932 (population 124,307,000)........-......-.--.--------------.-.---- este 37, 874 
POLIOMYELITIS (16) 
44 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 119,865,000) _ __-.......-.-....------------------------------- 3, 778 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1925-31_._.........---.----.--------------------------- 4, 290 
Cases per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy 0. 037 
47 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1932 (population 124,307,000)_.._.............-.----.----------+------------ 854 
LETHARGIC ENCEPHALITIS (17) 
47 States: ! 
MENINGOCOCCUS MENINGITIS (18) 
40 States: 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 112,183,000). _...........----.-----.--------------.---+------ 3, 099 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1925-31__._...-.-...-.-.--.----------.--------------- -- 4,292 
tates’ ! 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 112,651,000) ee 3, 102 
Cases reported for each death registered, 1932............- 2 


1 The District of Columbia is also included. 


214, 310 
161, 690 
1. 724 
1. 355 
5, 265 
0. 042 
41 
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MENINGOCOCCUS MENINGITIs (18)—continued 


47 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1932 (population 124,307,000) ...............--..-----------.---------------- 1,472 
TUBERCULOSIS (RESPIRATORY SYSTEM) (23) 
45 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1932 (population 123,174,000) _............--..------------------------------ 68, 465 
TUBERCULOSIS (ALL FORMS) (23-32) 
47 States: 
Deaths registered, 1932 (population 124,307,000) 77, 222 
SYPHILIS (34) 
44 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 123,588,000) . . 251, 779 
GONORRHEA (35) 
44 States: ! 
MALARIA (38) 
37 States: 
tes: 
Deaths registered, 1932 (population 124,307,000) ...........-...---.--.------------------------- 2, 688 
CHICKEN POX (44A) 
47 States: ! 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 124,307,000) .............-.--.-..-------.-------------------- 227, 200 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1925-31 ___..._._...-..--------------------------------- 204, 037 
é per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy 1.709 
es: 
Cases reported, 1932 rants, --- 217, 959 
Cases per 1 000 a - 1.880 
Deaths registered, 1 106 
Deaths per 1,000 1932_. --- 06.001 
Cases reported for each death registered, 1932.................--..---.------------------------ 2, 056 
MUMPS (PART 44C) 
41 States: 
Cases reported, 1932 (population 96,789,000) . .............-...--------------------+------------ 99, 153 
Estimated expectancy, based on years 1925-31...............-..------------------------------ 86, 594 
a per 1,000 inhabitants, estimated expectancy 0. 930 
Cases reported, 1932 ( 106, 748 
44 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1932 (population 115,965,000)... 68 
tates: 
PELLAGRA (62) 
19 States: ! 
47 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1932 (population 124,307,000) 4, 134 
PNEUMONIA (ALL FORMS) (107-109) 
registered, 1932 ( — 114,063,000) 92, 955 
Po) 
SEPTIC SORE THROAT (115A) 
” ym ported, 1 pulation 72,723,000) 4, 594 
Cases per 1,000 denen 0. 063 
40 States: ! 
Deaths registered, 1 106,285,000) 1, 323 
Deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, 1932.............-.....-...----------+-------------------------- 0. 012 


! The District of Columbia is also included. 
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